[Significance of magnetic resonance studies in prenatal diagnosis of malformations of the fetal central nervous system].
MRI investigation, as an imaging technique, has been gaining more and more importance in prenatal diagnostics. It has become essential due to its advantages in diagnosing the malformations of the central nervous system. Similarly to ultrasonography, its reliability is greatly dependent on the knowledge of the person performing the investigation. In addition to the knowledge of the exact anatomy of central nervous system, the researcher should have a multidisciplinary approach. In the case of malformations where repeated investigations are needed to provide a diagnosis in early pregnancy (e.g. neural tube defects), ultrasonography is more effective than MRI. In case of intrauterine infections and malformations of the posterior fossa, however, the two imaging techniques are excellent supplements to each other. MRI also plays an important role in making the prognosis for fetal ventriculomegaly, as well as in the short term diagnosis of ischaemias affecting the fetal nervous system. Difficulties in evaluating ultrasonographic images (owing to maternal obesity, oligohydramnion) render MRI an important technique in making the final diagnosis. Currently, the drawbacks of MRI include reduced accessibility, poor cost-effectiveness and shortage of skilled experts in this technique.